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ga's reputation as a showman
wholly on freaks and strange

fre. His circus fame was noth-i-

ho bccnmc associate with
lnado the most lioness of busi-uf- c'

of tho circus, that hnd been"
'fraud. With 'bum circuses went
'feriosities and i'.'iko freakn. In

n circus everything must botI personally Jmvo known but
JOtds. .Toyce Iloath, the alleged
nurse of "Washington, was one.

gtt:cniiui(l was another. The
tags shibitcd i:i :i snuill glass
AjBarnnin's museum ai the eor-Sn- n

street and Broadway. I
l(ii very well. It was o

body of a fish and tho
juried head of a monkey, thn
fving been shaved oil'. Some
Wns the head of a human in- -w
m

I
m:

m
rKIK.

ffiwro no resemblance to I he
Bfof ' mermaids printed in tho
sfpEs. It was an insignificant
fildid no particular harm.
jfrumb was not nearly so email
jjjfmcn known to have existed
iirajf but ho was Bannimizod so

STthe public thought him the
:Wnn that ever lived. There
jllTsome attempts at deception,
faking giants taller by build
3f,fow inches inside of their
Isyjhe' don't look serious. Ilow- -

.fyou don't think three or four
fypcrtant, just contemplate an
isrclrild on two-inc- roller skates.
Spnches in his boots, rig him
Ifrock coat and high "ping"
jfan.y tall man will look a foot

in ho is. It is one of those
Optical illusions.
c?4
.IrcaEsIan Girl Frauds.
'called "Circassian girls" were
rDuneed frauds. There never

reS? enu'ne Circassian woman
.Hair worn by these exhibits.
5ld Bowery museum days

who would consent to
jjjfnair cut and would batho hqr

0ev every day could be a " Cir-(IS?-

The beer made her looks
Bjtb scare an Indian. Wc onco
(Cy pretty young girl who wore
mtho "moss-haire- d girl." She
p5ll over Europe without being
(&although tho "moss" wig
rtjtled after ever' performance,
tints were the tattooed people,
irder io travel with them she
tifito become a freak. Tn theat-iionc- e

she "created the part."
'rtfihcn," years ago quite com-show- s,

were all frauds. The
fflSJIt?" was mereb' a light-ogr- o

idiot, from somewhere
3xfcw Jersey, where ho now
pftelicve, nfter having traveled
uithe world as a freak, lie
jpn a section which has pro-5wr-

albinos the real albino.
jjWcycs. There is a species of
'oiaboiit all living abnonuali-ii'Jlai- n

people seem to be really
?Ml by horrors of any kind,
$3bird is charmed by a snake.
5?jOne Peculiar Case.

'EStn peculiar case in which a
tiftyoung girl became enamored
$jy' man in our "freak" S

This man was known as
(tfthe Chinese dwarf." lie was

i pureature whose legs wero
tjl'Sud bent under him. 'J'lio
uiiing he wore concealed his
pftjdeformity and gave him the
fffcof a dwarf 3. feet high;
ptclE o him wns visible to show

.Jll? ugliest human being thai;
ti". This pretty girl of 17

"i.Mirat. an Madison Srinare
noted her stand-im- c

apparently en-k- h

' imiiblo to tear herself
f loblivious to everything but
I bo ncxf' ,lnv sho 'aniif?, there she remained until

Qing of tho performance inr

The Circus Clown.

tho arena closed that department of the
exhibition. This continued every day,
twice a day, until she attracted so
much attention that sho was forbidden
to enter tho place. Thon she waited
outside and waylaid tho "freak" in tho
street. The last I heard of the affair
before starting out on the road, sho
had left her lamily for this monstros-
ity.

She was but a conspicuous instance
of many similar cases in which appar-
ently cultured women have become
fascinated with 'human monstrosities,- -

though that, is the only case I know
of in which tho results were so shock- -
ing and disastrous. This curious sym-
pathy is not. confined to the softer sex,
for the ncgress known as the "Gvasti-cutus.- "

whoso faco was rather pretty,
but whose .body was that of a lower
animal, had a similar fascination 'for
some men.

Circus Freaks Intelligent.
It may seem an odious comparison to

make, but it is a fact that in point of
intelligence, general information and
mental endowment the circus "freaks."
as a class, are superior to those who
crowd about them in curiosity and pity.
And there is a touch of irohv. as we'll
as humor, in the additional "fact that
the professional freak regards the
passing crowd from his elevated plat- - j

form with something like the same
curiosity, not wholl- - unmixed with con- - j

tempt. Tho remarks, sotto voce, ox- -
changed on this platform sometimes
would bo highly edifying, even if not
always complimentary, were they under- -

stood by tho swarm below.
In all of my expornce in this con-

nection I have known few cases where-
in the "freaks" on exhibition wero
below the average intelligence. Tbd
midgets, Lucie Zarate and "Great
Peter the1 Small," possessed a very
low order of intelligence and no edu-
cation. The giants, on the other hnnd,
Chang. the Chinese eight-foote-

Colonel Goshen, Canlain Bates and
Georgo Augur, wero all of a higher or-
der of intellect, were fairly well edu-
cated, and very interesting conversa-
tionalists. Having traveled wide!',
thev possessed stores of information
such as even wr!J educated people who
remain in their narrow environment
never acquire.

As a rule, it, may be said that gian- -
j

tcsscs are neither so intelligent nor so
well informed. Ella Ewing, tho tallost
woman of whom there is any record,
was just a plain Missouri country girl,
who '"had to be shown." She was ox-- I

cccdiugly modest and retiring and re- -

fused to leave her own 'country, though
tempted by the show with the offer of
$1000 a week. Her small education
had been in a country school, which
she was conipellod to quit early be-

cause of her increasing size.
Perhaps no two children were ever

born with nlore natural intelligence

than the " Orissa Twins." Radica and
Daodica. They were bound together by
a seemingly indissoluble bond at the
breast bono though, when one sick-
ened n ii o death iii Paris, a celebrated
French surgeon succeeded in separating
the living from the dead. They were
tho brightest children I ever saw, and
absorbed informal ion as a ppongn takes
up water. At 12 vears they could speak
three languages llnently; and they were
lovely and charming to look upon.

Dog-Face- d Mau.

The dog faced man, ".ro-.io,- " is per-
haps the most extraordinary freak of
nature ever exhibited. He is a Russian
of superior intelligence. While his head
and taco, with the thick growth of long
silky hair, most nearly suggests a Skye
terrier, his brain is above the. normal..
He has been exhibited in every civilized
count rv, and he is one of those broad- -

I minded men who unfailingly profit by
whnt they see and hear. lie under
stands and writes Russian, Germain
French and English. I have often con-- ,
versed with him on various topics and
invariably became so much interested

' in whnt he paid that I forgot for tho
moment that. I could merely see his
twinkling eyes through the hair that
made the rest of his face invisible.

The man born without arms and the
man born without legs most fully illus-
trate nature's law of compensation.
The present Charles Tripp is certainly
an armless wonder, not only in doing
practically everything with his toes
that, ordinary folk can do with their
hands, but in his degree of intelligence
and mental equipment. He is the val-
uable foil for another equally remark-
able freak, the legless man, l?A Bo-we-

They are always placed together
on the platform and are boon compan-
ions. Both are serious married men
and tho fathers of interesting families.

himself is an acrobat, climbing
and leaping with hin hands and arms,
which are developed like another man's
legs.

About the Boarded Woman.
The "bonrded lady." Annie .Jones, is

a woman of culture and refinement.
Bearded women arc not uncommon in
tho show business. They have been on

public exhibition for the lash fifty
years. This particular ono is really a
modest and charming lady, with all that,
title implieB. Sho can draw, paint a
little, and can play on various instru-
ments of music. Sho is rendj' and in-

telligent in conversation, and has been
married twice.

The "elastic skin" man, James
Morris, is a barber by trade, and a
good one. He now has a shop in New
York, and on the road runs tho bar-
ber's tent, handling the razor and
shears to tho satisfaction of tho em-
ployees of tho show between perform-
ances.

"Billy Wells," the hard-heade- d man
who permits a man with a sledgeham-
mer to break blocks of granite on his
head, has an entirely normal brain
under an abnormally thick skull. He
often took tickets in front of the main
tent, and it is presumed that he would
not be trusted in such a responsible
post were ho not thoroughly equipped
mentally for such a trying job.

The double-bodip- d llindu, "Laloo.'
was a very intelligent freak. X have
often heard him disputing with his
personal manager. His only failing
was prodigality. Ho would spend
money lavishly, and would buy every-
thing he might fancy, which called
for frequent protests from his man-
ager, lie was woll road on ordinarv
subjects, spoke four languages and

went well dressed. Away from
the platform of "freaks" he gave the
impression of a foreign gentleman in
comfortable circumstances. His ab-
normality, tho lower half of a second
body protruding from below his breast-
bone, was carefully concealed by his
clothing.

Tho Skeleton Dude,

J. W. Coffey, familiarly known as
the "Skeleton Dude," had all the in-

tellectual gifts common t,o tho average
man. Herman, the marvelous expansion-
ist, who could break chains, by lung
power was educated in Germany, and
had as much good sense as any of the
Kaiser ;8 middle-clas- s subjects. He

in practical jokes. Sometimes

the boys took him to a clothing store,
and iu'lhe selection of a vest he would
complain to the proprietor that the
buttons were never sewed on properly.
Of course the proprietor would solemnly
guarantee these particular buttons.
Then Herman would breathe, and thp
buttons would fly all over the place,
to tho astonishment and chagrin of
the shopkeeper.

"Beautiful Marie." the fab girl;
TTarrv Clarke.' "the human pin-
cushion," and Rob Roy. a true pmk-cye- d

albino, with the faculty of dis-

jointing his limbs at will, wero all of

average intelligence. What they lack-
ed in "early education they mado un in
general information picked up in thoir
wide travels, showing good. aaid. whole-
some powers of observation.

If one had any doubts about the
mental equipment of "freaks" finch
doubts wonld be solved by reaain;j tho
accounts published in the London papers
of the sensational "revolt of the
freaks," in which their speecho.--i and
quips wero printed in full. The re-
porters who attended that "indigna-
tion meeting" confessed themselves as-
tounded, riven tho midgets and X
mean the small people, not thirty inches
high took a hand.

Midgets Were Accomplished.

Tho Haworth troupo of five midgets,
by the way, wero highly accomplished
musicians, vocalists and linguists, and
they gave a bright and sparkliug par-
lor entertainment equal to anything of
tho kind' ever offered by larger actors.
Tom Thumb and Miunic Warren were
of the same intellectual character. Both
were perfectly normal human beings ex-
cept in the matter of size.

The puToly intellectual " freaks' '
so called from some extraordinary men-
tal superiority have been numerous.
Some have been on public exhibition ami
others havo not. In the show they

aro exhibited on tho same platform wffcEf
tho physical freaks. Of these, perhapi IHnone has boon more remarkablo thanj
little Grade Cochran, a girl of 7 yearsner memory was something almoBt 8itpernatural. She could answer anyques
tion on a great variety of subjects pro
pounded by any person or persons in a;
crowd. You might name any couutrv,
obscure island, town or village in the
world and sho could toll von where it
was, tho number of its inhabitants, etc.,
and this instantly almost before tho
last word left tho questioner's lips.
Frequently a lot iof bmart college s!;u- -
dents would band together in the crowd
and by preconcerted arrnngement firo
questions at the child with ihe idea of
confusing her with names and dates,
etc. But she invariably came out vie- -
torious.

We afterward had a boy with na
abroad who was phenomenally gifted in.
the same way. His parents, living in
Wisconsin, were in no way remarkable.
In the course of the lad's public career
he answered probably 25,000 separata
questions in this d style.

The "manufactured freak"" embracoa
such as tho tattooed man, the tattooed.'
woman, tho moss-haire- d girl, some al- - fl
leged "albinos," otc. They are ordinary fl
people wjth no distingnjshing mental
characteristics.
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